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From here the supposition is that the eggs are taken in by some other form of animal life, in which further developments take place until by some means the young worms or larvae again reach a susceptible sheep. This stage is a blank.
It is well known that part of the life, history of one of the dog tape-worms is spent inside of sheep in the form of bladder-like cysts which contain a watery fluid and young worms. When found attached to the liver or intestines of sheep, they are called bladder-worms. The cyst is usually about 1 inch in diameter. Each bladder contains the head parts of a dog tape-worm. The mature stage of the tape-worm is spent in the intestines of a dog. The bladder episode in their life is merely one phase of their existence. Here they remain until they are swallowed by a dog when the animal has an opportunity to eat or chew the entrails of sheep. From then on they complete their development inside the intestines of the dog. Probably the sheep tape-worms have a similar life history, but this remains unknown at this time.
Tape-worms favor young sheep and lambs, but older animals are commonly infested. It would be almost impossible to recognize tape-worm disease from the symptoms alone, because infection by any of the intestinal worms causes unthriftiness, delayed development, weakness, diarrhea, and death if the worms are numerous. Portions of the worms may have been seen in the manure or hanging from the rectum. If this means of diagnosis, is not available, it is suggested that a microscopic examination be made of the manure or feces. The presence of tape-worm eggs would be helpful in making a diagnosis. Tape-worms have a distinctive type of egg which can be identified under the microscope.
It would be better to destroy one of the sick sheep and make a thorough examination of the small intestines. With a sharp pair of scissors, open the intestines from end to end and look for the worms. They are big enough to be seen